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NOTES AND NEWS. 

The official Bericht of the Seventh International Geographical 
Congress prints the following Resolutions, in addition to those 
published in Bulletin No. 5, 1899: 

Oceanography. — The Congress considers the Resolutions of the Conference on 
International Oceanographical Research, held at Stockholm in June, 1899, to be so 
important for the advancement of Oceanography in general, that it desires to make 
to the Governments represented at that Conference an urgent appeal that these Res- 
olutions should be carried out in their entirety.* 

Maps of Prehistoric Remains. — The Congress considers it highly desirable 
that maps should be constructed showing the distribution of the dwellings and 
burial-places of the so-called prehistoric peoples, with the greatest possible amount 
of discrimination of the respective periods of the remains. It directs the attention of 
the approaching Archaeological and Prehistoric Congress, to be held in Paris in 1900, 
to this question, and relegates to that Congress the appointment of an International 
Committee on the subject. 

Proposition to be amended at the next Congress : 

Transscription of Names. — The Congress expresses the desire that the ques- 
tion of the transscription of place-names should be brought up for consideration at 
the next Congress. 

The list of International Congresses to be held during the 
Paris Exposition, this year, numbers 106. Those more or less 
directly related to Geography are the Congress of Mountaineering, 
the Congress of Americanists, the Colonial Congress, the Congress 
of Ethnographic Sciences, the Congress of Economical and Com- 
mercial Geography, the Geological Congress, and the Congress of 
Colonial Sociology. 

The Catalogue of Peruvian Earthquakes, begun in the 
Boletin of the Lima Geographical Society, Tomo VIII, Trimestre 
Tercero, is concluded in Tomo IX, Trimestre Primero. 

The catalogue begins with the year 15 13, and is brought down 
to 1878, and it notes more than 2,500 earthquakes, 215 of which 
occurred in the sixteenth century, 27 in the seventeenth, 852 in the 
eighteenth and 1,452 in the nineteenth. It is evident that there 
was no attempt at careful registration of these phenomena before 
the year 1700, and such records as exist must he sought for, ac- 

* The Conference referred to assigned to the nations bordering the Baltic, North 
and Arctic Seas areas for simultaneous investigation of the waters at the beginning 
of February, May, August and November, at which periods the greatest changes 
take place in the waters. The Governments represented were : Finland, Russia, 
Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, The Netherlands and Great Britain. 
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86 Notes and News. 

cording to Senor Polo, who compiles the catalogue, in rare or even 
in unpublished works on various subjects, in the chronicles of re- 
ligious bodies, in the lives of holy men, and in theological or literary 
treatises. 

With regard to the frequency of shocks. Senor Polo quotes the 
statement of Father Cobo, in the middle of the sixteenth century, 
that no year passed without an earthquake in Peru and Chile, and 
the calculation made by Dr. Fuentes, that in the period between 
i8rs and 1858 there were eight more or less violent earthquakes 
every year in Lima. This city and Arequipa seem to be the prin- 
cipal centres of activity — the former with a record of 923, and the 
latter with one of 1377 convulsions. 

Nearly all Things are Older than they seem to be. The 
Bulletin of the Paris Socie'te de Geographie Commerciale (Vol. XX, 
p. 674) discovers that commercial geography, regarded by many as 
a recent creation, was cultivated by at least one original mind in 
the eighteenth century. There is no resisting the evidence of this 
quotation from the sign of a barber-surgeon of the time: 

I teach joggraphy and foreign merchandise every Wednesday and Friday. With 
the help of God, by me, Isaac Macaire.* 

Genius is hereditary in the Macaire family, and Isaac, not content 
with teaching commercial geography, seems to have preceded the 
National Educational Association in the flowery path of spelling 
reform. 

The Imperial University of Tokyo prints in the Journal of the 
College of Science, Vol. XI, Part IV, the Catalogue of Japanese 
Earthquakes between the years 416 and 1867, compiled under the 
superintendence of the late Prof. S. Sekiya. Counting as one each 
great earthquake with its after-shocks, the number during the 145 1 
years amounted to 1898. 

Dr. F. Omori, in his Notes on the Catalogue, recognizes three 
classes of earthquakes: 
1. — Great or destructive, in which the ground was cracked, buildings 

greatly damaged, lives lost, etc. ; 
2. — Strong, in which slight damage was caused, such as cracks in 

walls, etc., and people were alarmed; 
3, — Small or slight, in which the motion was felt, without resulting 

alarm or damage. 



* J'enseigne Joggraphy et marchandises etrangeres tous les mercredi et vendredi. 
Dieu aidant, par moi, Isaac Macaire. 
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Dr. Omori counts two hundred and twenty-two destructive 
earthquakes in Japan to the end of the year 1898. 

He regards the earlier records as imperfect, but relies upon the 
accuracy of those from the beginning of the seventeenth century 
to the present time, and he calculates that for the 299 years ending 
with 1898 there were in Japan one hundred and eight destructive 
earthquakes, or one in about every 2^/2, years. 

He finds that the provinces on the Japan Sea, or concave side 
of the arc formed by the islands of the empire, have been disturbed 
almost exclusively by local shocks; while those on the convex, or 
Pacific side of the arc, often suffered great non-local shocks, origi- 
nating in the ocean and sometimes accompanied by fearful sea- 
waves. 

Kyoto, the capital for 1070 years, from 797 to 1867, has a record 
for that period of 1,308 earthquakes, 34 of which were destructive. 
Two of these sometimes happened in one year, and there have been 
intervals of 50 and 100 years without one. 

Dr. Omori's Notes are illustrated by 23 analytical tables and 1 2 
plates of seismic frequency and distribution. 



